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kapitola druha:
nolitiky prostoru

- ,mistni, ale nikoliv indigenni”
(Theodosiou 2004)
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Romové jako mistni obyvatelé?
Pfinalezeni, cikdnstvi a politika prostoru ve vesnici
na vychodnim Slovensku*

JAN ORT**
Filozoficka fakulta, Univerzita Karlova, Praha

Roma as Locals? Belonging, Gypsyness, and the Politics
of Space in an Eastern Slovak Village

Abstract: Based on long-term ethnographic research in one eastern Slovak vil-
lage, this paper explores the complex issue of the role of place in the (self-)
identification of Roma. Applying both a diachronic and a synchronic perspec-
tive, the author focuses on the mechanisms of the territorialisation of the Ro-
ma that led to the preservation of the historical continuity of the Romani set-
tlement and to its territorial stigmatisation. He shows how local identification
and position in the residential structure of the village studied here translated
into a more enduring differentiation among Roma themselves. The author ar-
gues that crucial to understanding this process is the racialised category of
‘Gypsyness’, through which the Roma were singled out as ‘less local’. ‘Gyp-
syness’ was also strongly associated with the space of the settlement and at
the same time served as a generally accepted reason for its very existence. By
setting up their own strategy of social mobility and striving to achieve full-
fledged local belonging, the Roma, to a large extent, subscribed to the domi-
nant logic of ‘Gypsyness’ and thus reproduced it, but they also transformed
some of its characteristics, integrating it into their own understanding of their
sociability in an environment of historically rooted non-Romani dominance.

Keywords: Roma, eastern Slovakia, Gypsyness, local belonging, territorialisa-
tion, territorial stigmatisation, Romani settlements
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« rusinstina jako jazyk lokalniho
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« mistni nejen skrze rusinstinu

« konkrétni lokalizovana podoba
romstiny

« odliSnost nemusi nutné
prichdzet zvenci, mize
vyristat i zevnitr” (Theodosiou
2004)

‘Be-longing’ in a ‘doubly occupied place’:
The Parakalamos Gypsy musicians

ASPASIA THEODOSIOU

Triggered by continuous references to Parakalamos—a village on the Greek-
Albanian border area in the north-west of Greece—as ‘musicians’ or Gypsies’ vil-
lage’—this paper attempts to unfold a number of layers embedded within the

process of identity formation by exploring the way place and its locatedness (both

physical and symbolic) are implicated in processes of othering. The purpose is to

invite reflections on the interrelations between the constitution of identity of places

and the constitution of ‘terrains of be-longing” with specific reference to the Gypsy
case. In this respect it runs contrary to most of the assumptions shared by recent

studies on Gypsies: against their focus on ‘nomadism’ and/or ‘imagined communi-
ties —a focus that seems to disregard the significance of place in the constitution of
Gypsy identifications—the paper raises the ways in which Gypsies’ locatedness and

sense of ‘be-longing’ might be more apt in understanding how policing their identi-
fication with place can indeed be a crucial part of the Gypsy world.

Keywords: place, locatedness, ambiguity, be-longing, Gypsyness, music, Epirus,
Greek-Albanian border, Parakalamos.

The village of Parakalamos in north-western Greece, which lies in the bor-
der zone with Albania and where I carried out my field research, was often
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- vypoved o protiromském rasismu

- ale: kapacita a kreativita Romu

rasismu celit a reagovat na ngj

« akceptace vs. subverze
dominantniho radu

- potencial zmeny?
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